Chapter OH-B2

Tom & Claudette Stanions
stanions@jencospeed.net

Last week the temps were
going up to 48 and it was going to
be sunny. Six of us decided to
ride. The highest temp we saw
was 43. After about a half hour of
sunlight we never saw it again.
And the return trip was in rain.
We have reached the point in the
season where we wonder if this
ride will be the last until next
year. On the plus side | think the
ride was a success. With no desti-
nation planned and only a few
hours we decided to do a “Let's
Get Lost” ride. As there are fewer
and fewer places close to home
that we have not been to this
could have been hard. But, still we
found some back roads we have
not ridden before, many with nice
scenery and even some with afew
twistsin them.

Our chapter hasalot onit's
plate right now. We have the Af-
ter Christmas Party, Safety Satur-
day, Fill The Helmet, Honda
Homecoming and the Buckeye
Riders Challenge as well as doing
more with GWRRA events. As
such the last couple meetings have
been a bit long winded. So we are
going to get back to one hour
meetings. To make up for this we
will need some more staff meet-
ings to take up the slack. | can not

say enough how thankful | am that
there are so many members that step
up and take charge of most aspects
of these events.

Todd has taken the horns of
the Buckeye Riders Challenge and is
wrestling this sucker to the ground.
This is a daunting project and | am
proud to say that B-2 was willing to
take this event on. | think that those
who attend will fast realize that this
is an extra effort ride on our part and
atrue motorcycle event on theirs.

Thankfully the dark days of
our newsletter are over. Todd re-
turned to this effort a couple months
ago and at the state meeting our
chapter got the section newsletter
award. Let's continue to support him
by writing in articles.

As a GWRRA chapter what
keeps us together is our love of rid-
ing touring motorcycles. Our chap-
ter members ride hard and are will-
ing to experiment with rides outside
the ordinary. We camp, we hotel, we
even rent houses or condos. We
even did white water rafting! But, at
the end of the day we often sit
around and talk about what we did
that day or just enjoy being around
the people we know best. The ride
counts for alot but the people count
more. In the end, | think B2 is all
about the members.
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Thereisalot of irony going on right now
for me and the motorcycling venue. Typically,
this is the time of year that the bikes get put
away and we reminisce about last year and
dream about next year. When it comes to actual
rides we go into limbo.

Not for me. | have been busier with mo-
torcycling over the last month than | ever have.
As most of you know by now, we are working
feverishly on the Buckeye Rider's Challenge.
Deb’s son Heath has volunteered to compose the
website:

www.buckeyeriderschallenge.com

His work looks great thus far—well, until
the server crashed loosing al of our work. But
as a good worker he had a backup stored on his
computer.

| have selected, inputted, and described
all of the 50 plus points of interest for the chal-
lenge. | spear headed the purchase of the web-
site, composed rough drafts for our target spon-
sors, gathered web address for future web post-
ings, developed about 8 pages of rules, and as-
sisted Heath in the uploading, image gathering,
and text composition of a few web pages. All of
this to say that | have just begun my climb to-
WEIIEdS a successful ride next August 15" and
16"

We had the opportunity to promote the
BRC at the State Officer's meeting last month
and had a fairly good reception. After having to
ater our dates a little, and interact with a few
chapters, we could very well have alarge turnout
from other GWRRA chapters across Ohio

Least you think that | have worked hard,
please allow me a few lines to elaborate on
Tom'’ s tireless efforts in writing a program to ac-
curately calculate the scoring for the ride. It is
one thing to come up with an idea, it is quit an-
other to put those ideas into function. Tom and |
probably email back and forth a few times a day

delineating the exact specifics of the scoring. My
big challenge is to adequately understand his com-
putations and ideas to merely respond with a half
an educated guess. He has sent me some of his
work aready and the numbers, lists, and outputs
reach into the thousands. | cannot give him enough
credit for his profound work. When he is done, the
day of the ride will be easy to score.

Deb has stepped up to undertake the regis-
tration process and to be our community liaison.
She has worked on a brief communication letter to
take along with her as she sees each business or
sponsor.

She has spent countless hours working with
me as | sit there at the computer rattling off ideas
and reading emails for proofing.

As soon as the website is up and running
adequately enough to take registrations and illus-
trate our prospective sponsor’'s ability to reach a
large audience we will take off with the next phase.

The logistics at this point in time are mon-
strous and many have responded so quickly. Thank
you so much to so many for your help already.

Feel free to contact me with any ideas, as
the wise man gathers his counsel from the many.

Aside from the BRC, we have jumped full
force into making a good showcase for GWRRA at
the Honda Homecoming. Tom has made many
contacts and | have been able to reach a few who
would make great star studded seminar!

Let us all work in support the OH-B2 in this
stellar opportunity. Regional and State GWRRA
Officers have made public announcements that B2
isamover and shaker at this event.

Between the Honda Homecoming and the
BRC just a couple of weeks later, we will definitely
be on the motorcycling map!

Thanks again to all of you for supporting
these and other chapter efforts. Without you all of
these and many more would not function.

Oh Yes- MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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Happy holidays! I'm sure al the bike plenty of time for non-riding get-togethers so

riders will be buying their bikes a little some-
thing for Christmas - usually something shiny,
like chrome.

We're about to enter the few months of
the year when our chapter activities slow down
a hit; the holidays are focused on family then
we al get into that mid-winter blues stage
where we just want to stay in and stay warm
(except for some unnamed chapter members
who actually wish for snow and actually go out
in it voluntarily!) We have our after-Christmas
party scheduled for Jan. 12, the district Cabin
Fever is the weekend of Feb. 8-10, and Medic
First Aid classes are on Jan. 26. That leaves

put your mind to work on what we might plan
to do as a chapter; possible suggestions are
bowling, euchre party, dinner "ride", meeting
at Mad River Mountain (with a choice of par-
ticipating in the available winter sports or just
sitting inside watching). Any group activity
you can think of is a welcome suggestion so
put your mind to work and contact Jim
Spencer to put your idea on the ride schedule.

See you al on the 13" or 15" for the
regular meeting -

Kay and Danny MED coordinators
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Chapter Directors: Tom & Claudette Stanions
(614) 467-4524
stanions@j encospeed.net
It is hard to believe Thanksgiving is here Assistant Chapter Directors: Todd & Deb McQueen
and Christmas and New Years is just (937) 465-6886 home  (937) 844-9523 cell
around the corner. We al know that t.mcqueen@embargmail.com

safety is an important part in riding.

Maybe now is a good time to check all Ride Coordinators: Jim & Vera Spencer

(937) 644-8677

ls?fet);na;d r;ﬂ: Eg ge?;. goldwinger @columbus.rr.com
needed make a list Chapter Educators: Dave & Bev Campbell

and check it twice (419) 648-5942

and give it to dear angels@watchtv.net

old St. Nick

Chapter Treasurers. Dave & Deb Booher
(937) 666-5110
dbooher @embargmail.com

Have safe and Happy

Holidays
Rider Ed. Couple of the Year: Bob & RitaMcDonald
Dave & Bev (937) 585-6242

bmcdonald1@woh.rr.com

MED: Danny & Kay Lancaster
(937) 843-3902
dannykay43331@embargmail.com

Sunshine Couple: John & Bonnie McQueen
(937) 465-1314
jbmac1967@embargmail.com

Region & District Staff www.ohiogwrra.org
Region D Directors: Tom and Sandy Taggart 740.753.2214 ttaggart@frognet.net
Ohio District Directors: Roger & Penny Hurley 937.698.4443 RHURLEY 3@woh.rr.com
Northwest Section District Assistant Directors: Sandi & John Best 419.448.1681 s-jbest@sbcglobal.net

Cycle Mate CM 2000 LTD, with a spare tire, cooler rack, cooler and cooler cover. It has been pulled onceto NYC.
The selling price is $1500.00 Seller will deliver it up to 200 miles for $0.50 per mile

Contact: Bill "Popeye" Snodgrass RKIFMC, Inc. International Executive Secretary 614-271-8577

Have questions? Go to www.redknightsmc.com/appl.htm
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