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Tom & Claudette Stanions
stanions@jencospeed.net
(614) 467-4524

Just got back from the Lighthouse
Tour. What a beautiful weekend. The
weather was perfect for our ride along Lake
Erie and the sights and visits we made will
be remembered forever.

Claudette and | had a very good
time at Buckeye Rally. The ride out and
back were both through very nice riding ar-
eas and the weather was great (although the
ride home Sunday got a bit warm.) We
stayed overnight Friday and Saturday. Even
though we were there all day Saturday there
is a great deal we did not get to see or do.
We left our share of money with the vendors
but did not get to watch or participate in the
Top-Gun or field games or many other
events. We did spend our time at the Good-
ies table and enjoyed meeting people there.
The dtate staff put a lot of time into this
event and hopefully B2 can help them out
more in the future. We spent a lot of time
talking to other members from around the
state. Getting to meet long time friends and
making new ones was the best part of being
there. It was nice to see a small contingent
from B2 show up for a short time on Satur-
day. Unfortunately Bob McDonald had a
mishap and will not be riding for a bit. We
wish him a speedy recovery.

We did have a staff meeting since
the last gathering. Thanks to all the people
who showed up. It was great to have your
support as we chart a new course for our
chapter's participation during the Honda
Homecoming. We did agree to do what we
can to support the Bellefontaine Chamber of

Commerce with their efforts and they have of-
fered us some much appreciated support also.
They have put a great deal of planning and ef-
fort into their events.

We are planning on having a booth at
the JVS for Friday and Saturday. Start thinking
about helping with manning this booth for a
time so that we can get the word out about
GWRRA and B2 and till allow everybody a
chance to enjoy the event. We are planning
some rides for Friday, you might want to help
with these also.

As you know riding is what we should
be most about. | have a couple of rides coming
up, a week long shamrock tour of Virginia and
a three day ride to Johnstown Pennsylvania
with stops at Flight 93 and Falling Water. Like
the Lighthouse Tour these events take hours of
planning. | enjoy doing this and the rides them-
selves even though the plans don't always work
out the way we wanted them to. If you can
make one of these rides or someone else's you
will be well rewarded. If you plan one yourself
the rewards are even greater. Or if 'one day'
rides are your preference don't lament that al
the posted rides are overnight events. Plan your
own short ride, with or without much planning.
You will probably be surprised at how many
people show up and enjoy the same things you
do.

Remember that the July meeting will
be postponed by one week so that we can do
the Fill-the-Helmet.

Enjoy the ride, stay safe, say “Hi” to
everybody you meet.

%




The 2007 Chapter B-2 Lighthouse Tour took
place from June 30 to July 2. The ride was great and the
weather was great. Riding up Saturday and back Mon-
day we hit a high of 77 each day. While we were there it
was mostly cool. The highest temperature on Sunday
was 68. The sky was always sunny (except at night,
Dave) and it was very dry. The cool breeze off the lake
was refreshing, and that alone would be a reason to go
back up.

The ride up Saturday seemed short and unevent-
ful. Claudette and | met Dave & Deb Booher and Jim
Spencer in Kenton. Then an easy ride up to Toledo on
freeways. The first stop was the Manhattan Range Light-
houses. These are a pair of lighthouses that can be lined up
for navigation. The first one was in a restaurant parking
lot. While originally 80 foot tall structures they are now
short shadows of their former glory. The second was iden-
tical to the first and we only drove past it.

The next stop was the highlight of the day. Just
across the river we visited the SS Willis B. Boyer Great
Lakes cargo ship. Built in 1911 this was once the largest
and most advanced freighter on the Great Lakes. The tour
is self guided and memorable. To see the size of the ship,
her engines and creature comforts give you a taste of what
life must really be like aboard such a ship. We got to walk
through most parts of the ship including the engine room,
kitchen, lodging areas and even into the observation area
of one of the cargo holds.

Then is was a short drive to the Toledo Harbor
Lighthouse, which we never did see as it is located eight
mile from shore. But, there were picnic tables and shade
and that ever present lake breeze. So we had our first pic-
nic lunch there. So far everything was on schedule and
mostly as planned. That was about to change.

We rode to the Port Clinton Lighthouse. The
writeup says that only the top portion is left and that it is
located in a marina. We did find a marina, but no light-
house. And then for the first time in many years we had to
wait on a drawbridge. This can be a time consuming affair,
probably taking much less time then it seems like. Then to
tease us the bridge started to go down and somebody de-
cided, “No, we can let a couple more boats go through.”
And back up it went.

Once moving again we headed for the Ottawa
County Historical Museum. But it was closed, change of
plans. Carry on to the Marblehead Lighthouse.

At least | knew the Marblehead lighthouse was
where they said it was, in it's origina position and all still
there. But, they must have been giving out $100 bills
somewhere for free because half of Ohio was in the park-
ing lot. So Dave took a quick picture and back on the road.

At least | had the foresight to check the hours for
the Wolcott Keeper's House Museum. | did not know that
they were only open on weekdays. So we added one more
disappointment and one more U-turn to the list for the trip
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and headed to the next visit.

The Maritime Museum of Sandusky is an impressive
building. And | am sure that there are fascinating things to see
there. But, alas, that must wait for another trip. After taking a
bresk for ice cream we arrived about 10 minutes after the
doors closed for the day. Jim missed this one as he had left us
after the ice cream stop to meet up with Vera and Michael at
the campsite. They had driven up to spend the night.

Still hoping for one more lighthouse sighting for the
day. We arrived at the parking site to see the Huron Harbor
Lighthouse, but there was no lighthouse in site. The verbiage
about the one mile walk along the pier to visit the lighthouse
must be true, we started walking. After walking about a half
mile past fishermen, tourists and more seagulls than | can
count we got a view of the lighthouse. The last part of trip
would be over a breakwater made of large dippery rocks
wearing motorcycle boots. We took pictures instead and
headed back.

Off to the campsite for the night. When we arrived
the Spencer's had set up the screen house and kitchen. Clau-
dette and | set up our humble abode while Dave and Deb set
up the Booher Dome. The evening was pleasant and cool.
Dinner started with drinks and shrimp cocktail then on to
shish-ka-bobs and side dishes. Vera announced that she wants
to join us for more weekends and we dubbed her van the B-2
Chuck Wagon.

On Sunday Veraand Michael chose to stay with usa
bit. So with Michael behind Jim and Vera taking up the rear
we hoped for better luck than the previous day. Our first stop
would be the Inland Seas Maritime Museum in Vermillion.

What luck, they were open. We probably spent more
time here than | had alotted. It was well worth it. Lots of dis-
plays. Lots of information about shipwrecks, including the
Edmond Fitzgerald. Outside was a fair size model of a light-
house. We also took this opportunity to walk down to the wa-
ter to put our handsin Lake Erie, only to say that we had done
0.

Moving along we arrived at the USS Cod. Thisis a
very successful WWII Submarine built in 1943. Sheis still in
her wartime configuration which means that visiting required
moving up and down ladders and through passages just like
the crew of skinny, fit, young men she was meant to host.
Much of this ship is till functional. The love of the volun-
teers who are taking care of her is very apparent. We had the
opportunity, while in the forward torpedo room, of talking to
a man who had once served on her. His stories and explana-
tions of life on the sub and of the sub itself were fascinating.
Trying to imagine 97 men moving about this sub is mind bog-
gling.

After a short drive to Edgewater Park we had lunch.
The locals were out in force enjoying the wonderful weather.
The steady breeze off the lake made kite flying a popular oc-
cupation and amused us as we ate. After lunch we bid fare-
well to the Spencer's and they headed for home.

(Continued on page 3)
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On June 9th Bev, Kay, Danny and | left for a
2 week vacation going out west. Putting to
the test our parking lot practice and highway
experience. Going through In. & Ill. The first
day in nice weather was hard to beat.

Going through St. Louis the second day was
not so pleasant as it began to rain. Finaly in
the afternoon the rain stopped as we rode
into avery windy but beautiful Kansas.

We left Kansas the next day to go to our first
destination which was Pikes Peak. To see
Pikes Peak from 50 miles out was neat.

Then we left Colorado Springs to head for
our next destination Salt Lake City ,Utah.

As we were riding along we could look of to
the side and see the snow capped Rocky
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We're all aware that Honda Homecoming is
right around the corner and it's the perfect
time to introduce others to GWRRA. [t may
not benefit our chapter directly as most of the
people we meet during HH are from out of
town or out of state; but it's still an opportu-
nity to meet other riders and invite them to
join our collective "family." While Danny is
conducting tours of Indian Lake, I'll be man-
ning a recruiting booth at the JVS location; if
you have some time to spare, please come
join me.

We hoped for another 'drive-by-sighting' or two of
lighthouses as we headed for the Fairport Harbor Museum
and Lighthouse. Here we were not disappointed.

The museum was well done with much to keep our
interest. The museum is in the keeper's house next to the
origina lighthouse. It is also the home of the ghost cat. Even
though it no longer haunts the house, since it's remains have
received a proper burial, it's memory will go on forever. As
we were the last visitors of the day we got to close the doors
at the top of the lighthouse after climbing it's 69 steps. After
stepping out on the observation platform we had a clear view
of the harbor, even if my back was pasted to the wall of the
lighthouse.

After avery successful day of memories we went to
the Peras motel for the night in Geneva-on-the-Lake. It was
billed as a 50's era motel and was it ever. Still had chrome
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Mountains.

From Salt Lake City it was on to West Yel-
lowstone. After 3 days touring Y ellowstone
we rode into Montana, then back into Wyo-
ming past Devils Tower to South Dakota.
We stopped to see an 1800's town. In
Mitchell South Dakota we stopped and saw
the Corn Palace, then headed for home.
We did run into a bad rain storm when we
left Champaign Ill. For our last day of vaca-
tion.
With the exception of a couple of close calls
and daily U turns we had a wonderful trip.
Our GPS had 4600 miles on it when we got
home.

Ride safe and have a wonderful summer.

Deb & | have like most of us been
extremely busy going from one event, occa
sion, or get together to another. A recent
highlight though was 600 miles of easy rid-
ing interstate together. It was just Deb & |I.
We stayed within the borders of Ohio but
spent all of those miles with just each other.
That was agreat ride. Sheis by far the great-
est riding partner and friend! Thanks for
reading the newsletter over the past year.
Thanks to all of those who hel ped!
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tables and chairs. But it was clean and had a nice shower,
two bedrooms and two refrigerators (one was a Hotpoint.)
Just outside the bedroom window was the practice green for
the large Geneva Golf Course. We aso learned that this area
of the course gets mowed starting at 0730.

Before retiring for the night we walked into town
for a bite to eat. We chose an outdoor setting very near the
water. While waiting for our food Claudette and | stepped
down to the water to watch the sunset over the lake. At about
that time we were surprised by Todd and Deb McQueen who
drove up for the evening to join us. After a pleasant evening
we called it quits for the day.

The ride home was uneventful. We stopped around
noon for ice cream then carried on until stopping for lunch in
Kilbuck. Then an hour nap on the grass to let lunch settle
and we continued a very pleasant ride home.




Chapter OH-B2 Saff pyeq

Chapter Directors: Tom & Claudette Stanions
(614) 467-4524
stanions@j encospeed.net

Assistant Chapter Directors: Todd & Deb McQueen
(937) 465-6886 home  (937) 844-9523 cell
t.mcqueen@earthlink.net

Ride Coordinators: Jim & Vera Spencer
(937) 644-8677
goldwinger @columbus.rr.com

Chapter Educators: Dave & Bev Campbell
(419) 648-5942
angels@watchtv.net

Chapter Treasurers. Dave & Deb Booher
(937) 666-5110
dbooher@earthlink.net

Couple of the Year: Bob & RitaMcDonald
(937) 585-6242
bmcdonald1@woh.rr.com

MED: Danny & Kay Lancaster
(937) 843-3902
dannykay43331@earthlink.net

Please Support Those Who Support Us

Sunshine Couple: John & Bonnie McQueen
(937) 465-1314
jbmac1967@earthlink.net

Region & District Staff www.ohiogwrra.org
Region D Directors: Tom and Sandy Taggart 740.753.2214 ttaggart@frognet.net
Ohio District Directors: Roger & Penny Hurley 937.698.4443 RHURLEY 3@woh.rr.com
Northwest Section District Assistant Directors: Sandi & John Best 419.448.1681 s-jbest@shcglobal.net

Thanks to the contributors who helped make the newsletter possible.
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