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Tom & Claudette Stanions
stanions@jencospeed.net
(614) 467-4524

WEell riding season is certainly
here. It seems hard to believe that it is
only a couple of days after Memorial Day
and there is a lot of good weather ahead.
Our daughter, Joélle, is visiting from near
Sacramento, California. She says that
they might get one more day of rain this
season. Every day she wakes up and
knows what the weather will be like, hot,
dry and sunny. For us mid-westerners it
has certainly been a grab bag. While it
has not rained often the threat is there
many days. Wonder what it is like to
wash your bike and not have to wash it
again for aweek or two?

Since the last meeting there has
been alot of riding going on, and quite a
variety.

*Claudette and | had a wonderful day
going to the Mansfield Skills Day event.
As it was only the two of us, we killed
some time in the afternoon sleeping under
a shade tree at Malabar Farms and then
went to Chapter “1”s meeting that eve-
ning.

*The McQueen's Geocaching Pot Luck
was well attended and a great day. We
even celebrated four birthdays. Also in
attendance was a new (to us) riding fam-
ily that we might see more of .

*Then we went to the Tour For A Cure
Poker Run in Bellefontaine. Thisiswhere
Bob McDonald got to shine as the ride
leader as he knew most of the areas the

Poker Run took us on. We teamed up with
three other riders. A Sportster, aVTX and a
GL 1200 rider. Pete, on the Goldwing, trav-
els with his little dog who will some day eat
my — no — be eating out of my hand. Maybe
going to other non Goldwing events is a
good way to meet other riders that might
want to join us.

*There is no way to put the Memorial
Day experience into words. Great riding,
including a private tour of the Amish coun-
try by Bob & Becky Benjamin. Great
memories, including 6 two wheelers, two
trikes and two trailers parked in the Benja-
min's two car garage during the rain and the
bike wash party the next morning. Great vis-
its with friends both at the Benjamin's and
the Brown's in Solon (family of the Boo-
her's) Of course good food, both picnics,
eating out and breakfasts supplied by our
hosts. Check out Todd & Deb's pictures in
the chapter galery.

*While we did not attend there is the Lan-
caster's ride to Blackburn's Trike open house
and Tim Harman's ride to support the troops.
Also Jm & Todd's Saddle Sore 1000 ride
and Cats-cade in the Catskills, Michigan
(inside joke, ask Todd.)

There is dtill room on the ride
schedule for YOUR ride. If you have not
lead a ride yet talk to Bob McDonald who
got thrown into it and did very well. Or, let
your ideas be heard and somebody will
'‘Makeit so!'
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Since the last time | wrote here, the Wing &
| have covered somewhere around 3000 miles.
During these travels | began thinking and thereafter
mulled over group riding and my placein it.

It all began with a 1000 mile day with one
of my favorite riding buddies, Jim Spencer. There
are some who cannot fathom the reasoning behind
why we did it. To be honest, | believe one of the
reasons was to say we had. | can understand not
empathizing with our mission, because | for one
detest running. Yet, during my Mother's multiple
completions of her Columbus Marathons | cheered
her on extensively. You will never catch me out
there, but | applaud her massive efforts.

| was reminded of this thinking while in
New York at Cats Cade. | lady mentioned to me
that she and her husband had actually ridden 175
miles straight through to make it to Liberty, NY. |
could have responded in a few ways, but
remembering Deb & I's first 100 plus mile day
together | commended her.

During the Saddle Sore 1000 21 hours | had
a lot of time to think. Riding can in certain
circumstances do that for you. | enjoy most kinds
for that matter. Which lead to the next part. There
are some rides that redly irritate me. There are
idiosyncrasies of some riders that drive a nail in my
thumb. | have always tried to ride within a group
thinking that if | did not like it, | should have either
lead the ride or rode aone into the proverbial
sunset. One cannot complain about a leader who
chooses where and how to ride if you voluntarily
join their ride.

On the other hand, | can complain about bad
decisions towards safety in any ride. One of the
favorite battle cries of group riding isto “Ride Y our
Own Ride!” | contend that this goes beyond the
speed and types of curves or the amount thereof. In
some group rides | have seen the most basic rules of
the road get thrown headlong out the window in
order to maintain the monster of the herd. People
will pass wantonly, cut through traffic, and
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disregard any sign as a mere suggestion for the
“cages’. One cannot debate the fact the if more than
three Wings are zipping down [-70 they WILL control
the cadence of interstate traffic. Here again, the stress
is on the leader to take those behind him or her wisely.
I know how intense a battle that can be.

One of the sweetest rides | took recently was
in the Cats Skills where the 150 or so miles was at a
leisure 30 to 45 mph. Yet, | was among 25 bikes. A
trike with a CB made an unannounced sharp turn in a
gas station, the leader and his wife did not have a CBs,
and she blocked traffic at every stop sign to ride past
us all to the lead again for the next intersection.

How much of thisis a matter of aggravation of
personality and how much is a matter of safety? We
all make decisions every day in our cars and on our
bikes on the level of risk management. How fast and
where. | know for one that | enjoy using up the tires
on my Wing. | enjoyed the centers on I-80 as Deb & |
made our way across Pennsylvania and | take pleasure
burning up the edges in West Virginia and Tennessee.

My point is multifaceted and hopefully
discernible. Ride well and with responsibility to
yourself AND those around you while in a group.
Very few actions go without ramifications to those
around you. Don't be afraid to learn and utilize the
amazing technology beneath you (even trikes). | wish
to include myself within the comfort zone of friends
and like kind riders and their routes. Encourage others
tojoin and learn. Jim & Tom have taught me volumes
in regards to technique both in the mountains and in
the parking lot. Every type and kind of rider has a due
responsibility to attempt to master the parking lot.
Slow maneuvers are definitely the hardest. No one is
exempt there!

Oh Yes. July will be my last month to do the
newsletter. Someone else's turn now.

Ride Often. Ride Well.

Todd
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Hi Everyone

| was reading an article in Mo-
torcycle Consumer News titled
"Be Aware of Near Home Risk"
Statistics from Progressive In-
surance in 2001 showed that
52% of crashes occurred within
5 miles of home. There was
25% of crashes within 1 mile of
home.

It is easy to drop our guard
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Sure feels good to be taking
about riding again. Remember to
keep up on your safety activities.
More of us are wearing safer gear all
the time. | would like to see more at-
tendance at the Parking lot practices
and Skill's Days. Claudette was
bummed after the parking lot practice
when she learned that her new Gold-
wing did not maneuver like her Pa-
cific Coast.

But at the Skills Day event
she got alot more confidence. Re-
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while riding on familiar roads
close to home.

Always be aert and don't let
your guard down until you are
home and off the bike.Expect
the unexpected.

We will on vacation for the June
meeting. We will see you in
July.

Everyone ride safe.

Dave & Bev
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member to practice all thetime. Ma
neuver in the Wal-Mart parking lot
when you shop. Stop at some church
or school parking lot sometimes and
maneuver between the lines. When
alone on aback road practice swerv-
ing around that dark spot. Next lonely
curve you meet practice a hard
counter steered turn or even rub your
foot pegsjust for fun.

Enjoy theride, stay safe, say “Hi” to
everybody you meet.
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Please Support Those Who Support Us

Chapter OH-B2 Saff pyeq

Chapter Directors: Tom & Claudette Stanions
(614) 467-4524
stanions@j encospeed.net

Assistant Chapter Directors: Todd & Deb McQueen
(937) 465-6886 home  (937) 844-9523 cell
t.mcqueen@earthlink.net

Ride Coordinators: Jim & Vera Spencer
(937) 644-8677
goldwinger @columbus.rr.com

Chapter Educators: Dave & Bev Campbell
(419) 648-5942
angels@watchtv.net

Chapter Treasurers. Dave & Deb Booher
(937) 666-5110
dbooher@earthlink.net

Couple of the Year: Bob & RitaMcDonald
(937) 585-6242
bmcdonald1@woh.rr.com

MED: Danny & Kay Lancaster
(937) 843-3902
dannykay43331@earthlink.net

Sunshine Couple: John & Bonnie McQueen
(937) 465-1314
jbmac1967@earthlink.net

Region & District Staff www.ohiogwrra.org
Region D Directors: Tom and Sandy Taggart 740.753.2214 ttaggart@frognet.net
Ohio District Directors: Roger & Penny Hurley 937.698.4443 RHURLEY 3@woh.rr.com
Northwest Section District Assistant Directors: Sandi & John Best 419.448.1681 s-jbest@sbcglobal.net

Congratulations to Bob & Rita McDonald as Couple of the Y ear 2007!
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