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Here is atest. Think back to your best chapter ride ever.
The question is what made it such a great ride? What are
the elements needed? Could it be the destination, the
route, distance, duration or who went on the ride? Or was
it something else? For me, when | hear that the ride is
taking Rt 80 to the middle of Nebraskafor alate

lunch and we should be home by 9pm you can count me
out. But, someone else might find that to be the best ride
ever.

We have had a couple of great rides so far this year (my
opinion.) There were at least seven different ride leaders,
probably more. At least one was by a first time ride
leader that had a great turnout. So let's keep it up. How
about some of you who have not yet led aride. Got some-
where that interests you? | am always up for something
new. Some of us are now doing Geocaching big time. We
can often dip one of these into amost any ride if there is
some freetime.

Oh, if you have not yet lead a ride and you are afraid we
will pick on you, talk to Deb McQueen. | heard not a sin-
gle complaint or any 'pick on' for her first ride. Of course
there are no promises on the second or third now that she
is a seasoned ride leader.

The picture to the right of this article is of my mother. No, she
is not the new ACD. | have her message still on my cell
phone when she accomplished her most recent endorsement
challenge. She finished her class in Delaware, Ohio and
immediately phoned me saying, “I did it Todd. It's all done. |
PASSED.” She has experienced the fowarding a few calen-
dars and while enduring the stress of huilding a new home,
she took every opportunity to ride to Delaware and hopefully
get in on a motorcycle class. She finally slid into one and
through the nerves and learning curve starting at ground zero
marched into the next week proudly carrying an “M’ on her
license.

Immediately upon her retirement a few weeks later, she rode
Tom Stanions’ ride to West Virginia and in my opinion did an
extremely mighty fine job! (OK I'm prejudiced and proud!) |
truly enjoy Tom's rides and most of us understand the chal-
lenges that come with them  Excellent twisties, a few dirt
roads, a couple u-tums, switch backs and other challenges for
even seasoned riders that make Tom's rides fun.  She never
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On my last ride | had to assign
someone to count the number of
times we crossed the New River
Bridge. And it is never necessary
for me to assign anybody to count
U-turnsor dirt roads.

complained and was a joy to follow. | have asked her numer-
ous times if she had a good time. Every time she has replied
quickly, “YES!" Last time she said, “I never felt like | wanted a
break or to slow down!” She joked with us that her first trip for
retirement was a river cruise. I'm proud that my now retired
Mother is a licensed fun loving young at heart lady that is
ready to do some fun riding.

Good job Mo

Accolades go out to Deb in leading her first
ride. She made me... well two things:

1) Proud 2) Jedous

| watched out the window at work to watch all
those bikes go by on that fine day!

Good job Deb McQueen!
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| have been a hit lax in setting up rides to
other chapters as | had hoped. | do have a
Saturday ride listed to visit chapter I. If

anybody else can get it together and set up a
ride to another chapter's meeting | would like
to go. As most of you should know by now
Todd & Deb had a recent encounter with a
deer. Thankfully they were not hurt serioudly
and after some repairs on man and machine
they should be back on the road soon. | am
always glad to see that amost always on our
rides proper safety gear is worn. But, some-
times | see a mesh jacket taken off during a
ride or someone getting a bit sloppy with
their safety choices. Fortunately the
McQueen's made good choices except for
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First of all, | must say that we are extremely grateful because God
blessed us in how the tumble & slide ended up. Both Deb & | have
a good case of road rash with which to deal. There are no broken,
dislocated, or torn bones, muscles, or ligaments!

The main reason why | wanted to write this is to endorse safety
gear.

| know that most of you have heard it a million times, but | have got
to say something about it now having been through a 200 foot
tumble.

Most of us are very good about always wearing a helmet. My HJC
modular did a fabulous job and has a good gash in it at about the
right temple area.

A lot of us have the safety jackets. Let me say this, if it had not
been for us wearing our safety jackets our road rash would be at

Deb neglecting to put on her gloves after a
gas stop close to home. Hopefully they will
bring their damaged safety gear to the next
meeting to demonstrate how well it worked.
But, mostly, to describe the speed at which
things can go wrong. In my own case, |
know that if | had neglected to put down my
chin guard | would probably not be writing
this now. So, next time we are on aride, if
you choose to wear only a T-shirt or a pair of
sneakers or a soup bowl or % helmet, do not
be surprised if you see me look your way and
shake my head. It is my sincere hope, that
when it is your time to realize how quickly
your world has changed, that you can recover
and enjoy your hard learned knowledge.
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least ten fold from what it is now. Deb's jacket is the best specimen.
Her left elbow would definitely be a lot smaller right now. We will
bring them to the next meeting for all to see where the road did its
number to various points on the jacket.

| had my gloves on and suffered some road rash, but Deb did not
and ended up with a new view of her knuckles and stitches to bring
things back together.

Finally, we did not have safety pants on. Ironically, we had been
discussing this recently but never purchased any. Everyday | tend
to Deb’s right leg where the road ate away at her. | am in the proc-
ess of researching the best avenue for us to go but | can foresee
some type of safety gear for our legs in the future. How much would
| pay to not watch her go through this pain again?

Finally, thank you to everyone who has helped out, called, emailed,
and been there as great friends! There again we are blessed.
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Hi Everyone maintain 20-20 vision.
While we were at Ameri- He also said we need to use
cade, | foundtimeto attend  our eyes skillfully and un-
ariding seminar. The derstand how we react to
speaker was L ee Parks. what we see.
L ee raced motorcycles and Stay focused and ride safe.
knows alot about control . Hope to see everyone at the
One thing he mentioned next meeting.
was our vision. Keeping our
eyes up to snuff so we can Dave & Bev Campbell
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Hi again - riding season isin full
swing and it was nice to spend a
week in New York but it suredid rain
alot and it was pretty cold all the
time.

There was a chapter ride on June 24
to Indianaand it was a pleasure to
welcome some new riders who joined
us - Doug and Sue Smith from Ur-
bana, friends of Ed and Sharon
Markin.

Thisis how we add to our Goldwing
“family" - by inviting othersto join
us on rides and for meetings.

All of us are Membership Enhance-
ment team members for the chapter.
So keep up the good work!

Kay and Danny
MED
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Please Support Those Who Support Us
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Assistant Chapter Directors: Todd & Deb McQueen
(937) 465-6886 home  (937) 844-9523 cell
t.mcqueen@hughes.net

Ride Coordinators. Jim & Vera Spencer
(937) 644-8677
goldwinger@columbus.rr.com

Chapter Educators. Dave & Bev Campbell
(419) 648-5942
angel s@watchtv.net

Chapter Treasurers: Dave & Deb Booher
(937) 666-5110
dbooher @earthlink.net

Public Relations: Dan & LorettalLeVan
(937) 599-4773
dlent@wcoil.com

MED: Danny & Kay Lancaster
(937) 843-3902
dannykay43331@earthlink.net

Region & District Staff www.ohiogwrra.org
Region D Directors: Tom and Sandy Taggart 740.753.2214 ttaggart@frognet.net
Ohio District Directors: Roger & Penny Hurley 937.698.4443 RHURLEY 3@woh.rr.com
Northwest Section District Assistant Directors: Sandi & John Best 419.448.1681 s-jbest@shcglobal.net
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