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One of the major hurdles that I face (and in no way limits or is 
meant to compare itself with any one else’s as many have 
greater or more difficult hindrances than I), is that I have to 
work weekends.   

So on overnight trips, it is my favorite riding partner, friend, & 
hotel negotiator that goes along with me.  Needless to say we 
have loads of fun together.  True, it would be great to be with 
more friends, but work is what it is and the resumes are flying 
but employment changes are not always instantaneous. 

The picture to the right is in the fun twisties in West Virginia 
south of Huntington.  We mapped out the route together the 
night before we left and had fun with it.  During this period in 
our travel, I asked Deb to take pictures over my shoulder in 
hopes of grasping the degree of banking we (well, maybe I) 
were enjoying. 

I say all of this to remind everyone that to make the most and 
give the most in what situation we are given.  Sure, I would 
love to have weekends off.  It would be great to ride every 
weekend venture with everyone.  It was great to have this 
Monday off with everybody for the parade and the geocaching 
ride.   

Deb & I make the most of it and get involved as the schedule 
allows.   

Ride with the one’s you’re with, take pictures, post them on 
our gallery, and have fun no matter what the numbers. 

Wanted to thank everyone for the great show-
ing during the Memorial Day Parade. 
 
We had red, white, & blue bikes up front! 
 
Even picked up Ray & Sue Hoy on an Orange 
1800 along the parade route!   
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more riding. My big ride of the year will maybe be 
over before you read this.  I am sure we had a 
great time (even if we have not gone yet.)  Deb 
McQueen has a ride planned.  How about the rest 
of us?  Spend a little time thinking of a ride that 
reflects the type of riding you like to do and then 
plan it.  How about planning a ride to another 
chapter or one of the events listed on the ride 
schedule that currently does not have a ride leader. 
Also remember, that to keep up our award win-
ning newsletter Todd could use some input from 
the rest of us.  Even rambling thoughts help. 

   Given a choice I would always take the motorcycle to do needed 
chores that involve driving. I have even found that a 40# bag of salt will 
ride nicely on the back seat like a passenger.  However, I have reached a 
point in my riding career where I will take the car if the trip is short and 
the weather bad.  So, if I need a haircut and the weather is bad I will 
simply wait for a nicer day.  Problem is that the weather has been bad 
for almost two weeks and my hair is just getting longer.  I recently 
watched a NPR special on Global Dimming.  While Global Warming is 
a reality that is heating up the Earth, Global Dimming is preventing 
some of the sun’s warmth from getting through and slowing some of the 
heating.  This means that our weather patterns are really messed up.  
Rain in the east, drought in the west, and more hurricanes than ever.  
We all remember snows we used to have that are no more.  When I 
would commute to work in the rain my co-workers would question my 
judgment.  I would tell them that if I did not ride in the rain I would not 
ride much at all.  The point of all this is that weather is more of a factor 
in our riding than it used to be.  And it is going to get worse! 
   Claudette and I went to the Skill’s Day in Findlay on May 21st.  Ex-
cept for the wind it was a great day to ride.  We had a good time and 
enjoyed the event.  I know that we never did get a chapter ride together 
for a Skill’s Day, but I want to thank the Campbell’s for keeping us up 
to date.  We received their email shortly after learning that the SE Ohio 
ride was canceled and knew we were destined to go.  Also, with the 
help of Deb McQueen we were able to get in a First Aide course.  With 
the accumulated safe miles and these events under our belts we are well 
on our way in the Levels Program.  Our chapter participation in the 
Levels is high, let’s keep getting more members involved.  Whatever 
level you are in you should be thinking of the next level.  While mem-
bers are helping to make this easy for us, you should take advantage. 
There are still a lot of holes in our ride schedule.  I am going to start 
looking into other chapter meetings.  Getting involved in the Passport 
program sounds like a great way to meet other chapters and doing some 



GL1800 Suspension Upgrade – By Jim Spencer(my hero)�
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With all the GL1800 bulletin board chatter over 
the winter about Traxxion Dynamics and their 
suspension upgrade for the GL1800 I decided to 
give them a try.  With 33K miles on my Gold 
Wing I pulled the forks off and sent them to 
Traxxion Dynamics in Woodstock, Georgia for 
rebuilding. 
The stock Gold Wing fork has a crude cartridge in 
one leg and an outdated damper rod in the other 
leg.  Both of the forks have little to no damping 
force at all.  According to Traxxion the stock 
Gold Wing forks have approximately 130 mm of 
travel.  The bike sitting under its own weight con-
sumes over 50% of that (70 mm).  The bottom 30 
mm is not effective as it is used for the “hydraulic 
anti-bottoming mechanism” or “oil lock” .  So the 
effective useable travel of a Gold Wing fork over 
a bump is less than 40mm. 

The “anti-dive”  feature basically locks up the left 
fork anytime you use the brakes.  Having proper 
spring rates and damping make this feature com-
pletely unnecessary. 
Traxxion takes all the stock stuff out of the forks 
and replaces with two state of the art high per-
formance fork cartridges and springs.  They re-
place slider bushings if necessary (one of mine 
was worn out), polish the sliders, replace the fork 
seals and disable the anti-dive unit on the left leg.  
The net result was immediately noticeable.  The 
ride is very smooth and controlled, firm but not 
harsh.  I no longer get that harsh jolt when run-
ning over large bumps or potholes.  It just feels 
more solid or more in tune with the road.  No 
more wallowing in the turns.  During hard braking 
the front end dive is minimal but with just enough 
weight transfer for effective braking.�
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Traxxion also offers an upgrade to the rear shock 
by modifying the shock piston, special valving 
and new spring and spacer combination.  By just 
having my forks done it accentuates the deficien-
cies of the stock rear shock even more.  That will 
be a project for next winter. 
 
The fork upgrade was not cheap by any means 
and they’ve raised their prices $150 since I had 
mine done.  I feel however that it was well worth 
the money and I’m very satisfied with the results. 
 

I understand Stu Oltman of Wing World was sent 
a set of Traxxion massaged forks for testing.  I 
look forward to his evaluation in an upcoming 
issue of Wing World. 
 
For more information about Traxxion Dynamics 
you can visit their website at; http://www.
traxxion.com 
After an Internet search of my own I found that 
they are very well known and respected in the 
motorcycle racing community. 
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Are you in the mood to ride??? 
 
Motorcycling requires both good 
judgment and quick reflexes. 
 
Alcohol or drugs don©t mix with mo-
torcycles. 
It is important to be aware of your 
mental attitude. If you have had an 
argument with a family member 
(spouse?) it is a bad time to go for a 
ride. You are not going to be as 
aware and will be distracted. 
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What a great May meeting - we had 32 
in attendance!  
 
We just about filled The Inn and were 
happy to welcome new friends, Earl and 
Linda Peters, and to see some members 
we haven©t seen in a while.  We also had 
six guests from other chapters. 
 
Now is a good time to think about put-
ting an extra copy of Wing World in 
your bike; if you©re out riding and meet 
prospective new members, you can give 
them the magazine so they can learn 

about our organization.  
 
If any of you know of prospective mem-
bers around the area, let me know and I 
can send them one of our "new member" 
packets; it explains GWRRA and intro-
duces the local chapter to them. 
 
 
 
Happy riding - if it ever quits raining! 
 
Kay and Danny 
MED 
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So if your wife is the family mem-
ber you had an argument with kiss 
and make up then take your ride. 
Things will look a whole lot better 
and hopefully you can have a safe 
and enjoyable ride. 
 
 
 
Ride Safe 
Dave & Bev 
Rider Education 
Gung Ho !! 
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