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Looks like riding season is finaly here.
Even | took my wing out of the barn and
had my first ride of the season. | predict
that there will be a number of riders at the
April meeting.

We have had a couple of successful events
so far this season. The Lancaster's dinner
ride to Urbana had a good showing and a
number of well fed people. The Medic
First Aid class was also filled up. It is
comforting to know that more of us will
be prepared in the event of an unfortunate
incident. Thanks to Deb McQueen for her
hard work preparing this event.

Who remembers what they were doing on
March 19 at 08:00? | spent most of the day
Saturday changing a timing belt and was
wondering what | needed to do to finish
up that job and what | needed to get ready
for a Ski School meeting that evening.
Looks like most of us were also busy and
forgot to check the ride schedule. Seems
that Bob Gugel was the only one that
showed up for the road cleanup. continued—>

Ohio weather is very interesting, but so are Goldwing Riders.
On Sunday the 12 Dave Booher and | made an impromptu
ride to Wiimington, Chio. The night before we discussed
attire, weather, meeting location, etc and then just decided to
ride anyhow and “go for it.”

On the way down in the moming is was just barely raining and
amere drizzle, but after leaving London, Ohio, the rain picked
up and Dave radioed something along the lines of, “Are most
people crazy like we are? Would they have the sense to ride
inthis stuff?” By the time we were on 71 heading south, the
rain was constant and the environmentally dry four wheeled
transportation devices were utilizing their rain extractors at a
constant pace. Yet, upon reaching our destination we threw
our outer wear into the trailer, smiled at each other, and made
mentioned that, “Boy that was a good ride. So nice to be out
on the road on two wheels again.”

Mearmhile, the vast acreage of the parking lot in which we
disrobed our rain gear was void of any motorcycles.

But by late afternoon, the sun came out and the mercury rose
in a beckoning tune to fellow riders in the many towns we
rode home through to bring out the cycles. We waved and
rode proud that we had made an entire day of it.

The taste of spring was luxurious. Today, | drove my cage to
an appointment in Bellefontaine and the roads we clear and
the weather was in the low 30's. Yet, on the way home the
medium speed on 33 was around 50 mph due to the snow
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and slush!' The calendar and the impromptu ride of Sunday the

12h tells me its Spring!

As we yearn for the rising of the mercury and the eradication of
the salt from the byways, we balance upon the whims of Chio's

psychologically unstable weather moods and tantrurms.

Il be so nice to be out on the road on two wheels again!
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One other person showed up a bit too
late and some others could not make it
until after church.

Seems that we need to get the phone tree
working so that we can remind each
other of important events.

Looks like the first couple of weeks in
April are still open. If you think of some-
where to go be sure to let Bob know.
There are a number of events before the
May meeting though. Let's have a good
turnout for the parking lot practice. Last
year we had alot of fun. Everybody rid-
ing pushed themselves at a comfortable
pace and learned a bit about riding.

LET'SGET READY!!!

It'samost time to ride so....let's get ready!
We have maintenance day on April 22™ at
the Lancaster's to get the cycles ready.

Then, it'stime to get the riders ready!

Come join us on Saturday, April 29" at the
Bellefontaine High School for PARKING
LOT PRACTICE. Last year it wasagor-
geous warm, sunny day and we had a good
turn out and learned lots. We pray for the
same again thisyear. Tony & Tammy will
have the course al marked out and we will
practice al kinds of slow maneuverablities
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Upon a 1936 suicide shifter Harley that glowed at night because
of the electrical connections, Dick Cooper lines up against a
1956 Studebaker just outside Raymond, Ohio. Asthey head out
347, Dick is in the lead and the Harley goes into one of its
infamous speed wobbles and a few scars on the forehead and
right knuckle are born as Dick goes helmet-less head over of
heels into the ditch. The competitor takes Dick to the hospital
and from there on Dick has a new outlook on motorcycling.

Last year while nursing a broken ankle, | rode with Danny Lan-
caster behind Dick in the Ride for Kid's parade/ ride. Dick rode
straight, smooth, and assuredly. The skills Dick displayed are
worth mimicking for us all.

Back to Dick’s bike history— the 1936 Harley was first repaired
and then sold after the drag race wreck. It was from then till
1973 that Dick did not ride because he was “busy raising a fam-
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Between the Medic First Aid and the Co-
Riders video (to be shown at the Mainte-
nance Day) we should be on our way to
moving up in the Levels program. Let's
each keep safety high on our priority list
and make the effort to become better rid-
ers.

Remember that the April meeting will be
in "The Inn" at the back corner of the
cafeteria. | am told that we should park
at the first part of the building closest to
the road and go in one of the doors there.
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and quick stops. Asmost of you know,
you need to practice these techniques alone
and with your co-rider on the back. This
year we also are going to try to have afew
extrathings for the co-rider to learn about
while they are waiting on therider. Re-
member thisis Parking lot practice and
safety gear isto beworn. Itisout inthe
open and you may want to bring some sun-
screen and water. We will try to have
some lawn chairs and a sun cover this year.
For those who can stay into the afternoon,
we will be going somewhere for a bit to
eal. So, come weave, stop, turn, laugh and
learn with usl Mark your calendar for
APRIL 29th!

ily.” In 1973, Dick bought a 1965 Honda 305 Hawk which is
the bike he first gained lawful permission to ride. Then he
traded the Hawk in for a 1969 Honda 750 four cylinder.

Long distance luxury riding took form in 1980 when Dick rode a
1975 Honda Goldwing to Florida, which by the way included a
kick start! 1983 came along in the form of a brand new 1100
which he rode to Florida and Denver, Colorado to name a few
places. Dick owned this bike until 2000.

Finally, in 1993 Dick bought a used 1987 1200 Goldwing which
iswhat he rides today.

Dick’s motto is:

There are two kinds of bikers. Those who have dropped their
bikes and the liars!




Hi Everyonel

Spring is here time to get the T-clock in-
spection done and get the Wings ready to
fly.

Aswe get ready to ride let's remember
we haven't been riding for about 6
months and the four wheelers are not
used to seeing us. So be dert. You have
to watch the other person aswell as
yourself.

ERC isa GWRRA function. You need to
pre register on line. First come first
serve. The class will be sometimein
July. We will keep you updated.
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We were pleased to see two new
faces at the March meeting - Bob and
Rita McDonald from DeGraff joined
us and we hope they'll be back again
and be able to ride with us often!

There's a plan to make a poster (or
maybe two) with pictures of our rides
and activities and use them when we
set up recruiting booths (like Honda
Homecoming). If any of you have ex-
tra pictures, please share with me; if
you want them back, let me know

We want to continue to work on the
Levels program to get more peopleto
enroll.

Don't forget Skills Days during the
month of May.

Also, at the maintenance day on April
22nd we will be having a Co-Rider’s
Seminar at Danny and Kay Lancaster’s
house.

We will see you at the next meeting.

Ride safe.
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and I'll scan them to my computer or
you can email them to me. Anyone
have any suggestions for other things
we can do in the recruiting area? It
takes all of usand al our ideas to be
successful.

Here's hoping that by the time you
read this, the snow will be gone, the
sun will be shining, the temperature
will be above 60 and our trike will be
out of the bubble (LOL in abig way!)
Kay and Danny Lancaster
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Ride Coordinators: Bob & Cheryl Gugel

Chapter Educators: Dave & Bev Campbell
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